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Domestic abuse Closure*set school Who'll be top dog 


numbers up P 12 faces future pm at Crufts? 
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Woman 

Fairtrade 
can help 
you shop 
with clear 
conscience 




By GINA MARDEN 

Crime reporter 
g tna.m«rci*n4>n<j«xom 

A GANG of yobs vv**nt 
on the rampage, trash 
ill# a bus ticket station 
and smashing windows, 
causing more than 
£3,000 damage. 

As TOfiuu as 15 young 
stur- were seen throw uig 

.,,£i the First 


South ernhav, Ba^Joim ft* 
ti)p middle of the after - 
noon. 

They then trem on a 
wrecking spree before 
smashing several win 


□ Vandals trash 
bus ticket office 
J Office building 
windows smashed 

dows on bus stops at the 
depot 

They also smashed six 
windows of the nearby 
Norwich Union building. 

One eyewitness saw 
one of the gang hand 

by a 

youths left the area In 

total chairs 

Tin? man. aged 50. w ho 
did not want to be named, 
said “There w as smashed 


everywhere and yel 
low paint all over the tick 
el station " 

Police investigating the 
vandalism arrested one 
lt> year old boy, but he 
was later released with- 
out charge 

PC Colin McCabe, of 
Basildon town neighbour 
hood policing team, said 
officers are appealing for 
witn&sses 

He said: Any vandal 

da muff • 

completely unacceptable 

"It causes nothing but 
inconvenience and finan 
ciai loss to its victims and 


m (hi* case with the dam 
age mused to thp bus sta 
non. will also affect mem 
bers of the public, 

' People must have seen 
this large group in the 
area, so if they did, I 
would ask them to contact 
us." 

.lames Chesters, 

spokesman for First 
Buses, condemned the 
yobs. 

He said "First deplores 
these mindless acts of 

malicious' 
its own sake. 

"The bus station in 
Basildon is a central hub 


tor passengers in the 
area, and this damage 
will affect many people, 
hum the staff who woik 
them to members of the 
public trying to go about 
their daily lives. 

He added "It Is com 
plotely disgusting that 
yobs should be rampag 
ing on the stre«>Ls. 
destroying property 

"They can give an area 
a bad name it doesn't 
deserve ’’ 

leases to the im 

3 . 30pm on Wednesi 
contact PC McCabe at 
Basildon on 0300 3334444 


FIRM HELPS OUT IN 
CHEMICAL SCARE 


POLICE and firefighters 
were called after dozens 
of barrels leaking what 
was thought to be a 
lethal chemical were 
dumped in Basildon 
However, panic was 
averted as the culprit 
happened to fly-tip the 
barrels just yards from 
a hazardous waste dis- 
posal company, which 
stepped in to clean up 
The drama unfolded 
on the Burnt Mills 
Industrial Estate at Hpm 
on Wednesday after gal 
ions of the chemical 
were discovered in a 
lorry park . off 
t ourtauld Road 
Police cordoned off a 
large pan ol the estate 
while representative* 


from the Environment 
Agency and Basildon 
Council visited the 
scene 

However. John Cook, 
director of the asbestos 
removal firm Cohart, 
based in nearby Archers 
Field, offered to help. 

Perry Cox, sales exec- 
utive of the company, 
said: “Although it was 
after-hours, John called 
in some of our staff and 
they worked for some 
time to remove and dis- 
pose of the chemicals 
safely. 

"It was thought it 
could be extremely haz- 
ardous, hut it turned 
out to be chlorine.** 

Police are mvestigat 
lng the incident 



Ready for action 

Cohart 


Luke Hawkes, Lukasz Pajnowski and Perry Cox. trom 

Picture: ANNA LUKALA WvfL^ae 


Sofas seized 
by trading 

standards 
and police 

FROM PAGE 1 

to the scene \t .it* mi 2pm and captured a 
picture of a wllov, Tfecton Polska lorry 
parked on the legal part of the site, 
where a metal warehouse once stored 
the furniture 

By 3pm police anil trading standards 
officers arrived and are believed to have 
stopped the lorry m Oak Itoad after it left 
the site 

Around ten police officers and four 
trading standards officer^ surrounded 
the vehicle and Questioned the Polish 
driver. 

The u*u{Jv wag by trading -jan 

in be 


tlons 

It is unclear if ifM Customs are 
Involved to check inside fUmiture for 
contraband 

As officers waited for the vehicle In be 
removed from the Belvedere car park, 
the fccho approached the driver 

He initially denied being on the trav- 
eller site, but admitted being Lhere after 
being told we had photographs 

However, be den led delivering furni 
tivns. He simply Raul "They lust stud tt 
was somewhere 1 could stay." 

He said hts lorry contained furniture 
and did not believe anything was illugnl 

Officers on scene remained tight 
lipped until the arrival of councillor 
John Dorman, who asked u other agen 
cacs would ire involved 

Mr Donum, who haa called for action 
over the issue was told trading stan- 
dards were taking the lead and mhei 
agencies would r*' involved as necessary 

Essex Police spokesman Nisiian 
Wijgratne refused ro sa\ if r usicaxs 
were involved 

He said yet no offences have h«?rm 

committed Tr nlnig standards u leuthng 

the investigation ’ 

Trading standards spokesman 
Michael Page said. ' This is a joint uper 
amm with police ' 

The C ustoms prw* office thilMd to corn 
ment ut the nine ul going to press. 
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Our news teams 

SOUTHEND: 01702 321159 
BASILDON: 01268 469308 
CASTLE POINT: 01268 469308 
E-MAIL echonews@nqe.com 
FAX: 01268 469281/01702 321 157 
PICTURES: echopix@nqe com 


Ads I deliveries 


HOME DELIVERY: 0800 9530227 or 
e-mail echo.deliveries@nqe.com 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 

0 1 268 52279 2 or 01 7Q2 321 1 50 
CLASSIFIEDS: 01268 533933 
PH0T0SALES: 01 268 469336 
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